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>^his research report provides *an overview of select 
topics in school philosophy from the North. Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools (HCA) membership in Kansas,. The 
purpose was to' examine- a .number of communities by attitude 
questionnaire to observe/if stated school philosophy.- is a reality m 
school ppetat ion. Topic^ included philosophy and objectives, ways ^ 
that needs are met, and .communication tiaong NCA members. School . 
principalis and community -coltege presidents were surveyed , - since Jthey 
tleal daily with a school's operati<5n. Coded and tabulated* responses 
constitute the m\ijbr portion of the document. It is concluded that 
only a nebulous relationship is maintained be:^ween declared ideals • 
written in philosophy statements and daily treatment 'given to 
. students in most public sphools." The epilogue contains an examination 
* of the re&ponses^ subjective observation of practices at many 
Scjiools, and suggestions for solutions to this dileaaa. (ND) 
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• •' Colleclfion of the stated ^philosophies from high school" and community . 

junior college members , of the North Central Associatiorf, of Coll&ges and ^ 

. ~ Secondary Schools m^db up of. the first step in the review and study featured 
^ - • ' ,. 

in this monograph. Next, an iha.trument to record current practices in 

each of these institutions was Jeveloped. Ea'ch priticip^l or president was 

*asked to reflect on the ques-tions presented and to respond to the ten items 

included in 'tfi'e study sheet. ,' ' - ? / 

ResponseT^rom the administrators at each npember institution were . 

studied, coded, tabulated, reviewed,' ca^tegorized and programmed" into the 

IBM computer at Wichita State' University. Statistical •Package for the. Social 

Scien<:e8 (SPSS).' Report on- this work cqns'titates the major portion of .the 

- - 4 ., .' - . • i 

document. Examination o'f the responses coupled with subjective observa- 

• , • ■ ' - . • . .. , ^ - • . ' . - 

tion of- practices; at many schools created the contend of the Epilogue, • 

' _ * • - - ' ' . / > •,, 

Purpose of the study vas to give, written attention to,, an^area usually 

. ■ ' * . * ' • 

given gentle,; verbal treatment or ignored in written comment in final evalu- 
.. ation reports." Further, it was suspected that the area of philosophical 

• « 

dedication and daily practices reflected varying 'degrees of fulfillment of 
' prorijise as set forth 'in the Cardinal Principles (1918). Self Realiz'^tion (1938), 
Imperatives (1944) and' <;reat^d- for. many educators an unwanted dichotomy. ■ 

» . * * . 

Imitation and creativity. . phifesophicai: ideal and da^' to day running the 
school's seemed-to present a combined plfiilosophy in schools as A^dam and 
Abraham in Herzberg's Work and 'the Nature of Man. T^is study, therefore, 
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was aoseA tcpreseht^the operation by'cult of eaiciency (R . .Calla'han) 
training c^nd the ideals of IndTvidual d*«gnity and worth in Kansas- school 

• - • - . ■ . .. ■ 

operation. ' \. ' . ' V 

Suggestions for .solutions to the dilemVna- are presented, in the Ej^ilogue. 
Imp.leme^tation of a closer relationship with staida^nts and their^needs. wijh- 
the morrvnunity and its desires for'i good life an"d with greater ernphasis 
-upon Values lie? in the hands of school leaders. * ' _ , ^ 

'Assistance by the Kansas State Department of Education, the North 
Central Association of Secondary Schools aric] Coll^gp^s State Committeef^ 
and the Wichita State Uhiver si'ty College ^f^ Educatibn i^ gratefully acknowl- 
edged.^- Special thanks forUyping and manTi0cript_ review goes ttf Mai'ge 
Mathews and Beverly Greerilee of the Wichita State University Educational 

Administration and Supervision Unit, v . ■ ' . 
• , . - •> •; ■ ■ • . V- 

® ■ . « • R. L. B*. ' • 
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• -1.. • ■- • , , . 

.PHILOSOPHY-, PURPOSES. OBJECMVES IN HIGH SCHOOLS 



The Problem , " ^ . 

'■ ' ■ ' ■ y ( ' 

Education is considered the p^^ess or product of continuous/inter^ - 

act\i anU raotivation in the learner's environment. . 0y this deflation 

educatofs may well establish a framework within whic-h the process itself 

^' ' ' ' " ■ > ■ 

may.be\d'entified/ It is' the objective of a community' s-proces-s to mee.t 

■ • • ' ' •. • 

the educatton^l needs Qfjndividuaf- students in a blend of sTcilT/' attitude, • 

' ' ' ' • y\ • ^ ' . 

and -understanding.- But/ how do the schpels irfet^ify this process? One . 
/ • anstVr i^ tp be found in 'each school's ^X^'r^te^n statemei^t of philosbphy and_ "•/ 
; objeetiv^s. . The -writ-ten statem*ent'of school philosophy is often times a ' , 
. ' legal necessity.' Abatement ot school philosophy i^s required for member*- • 
♦ ship in the Nojth Central Associatipn. , I . ... 

' ■ It is the purpose of this research to ^ro'vi6e an oyervieV(j,t>f select 

' ■ . ' • ' ■ ' ' ' ' • ' / . ■ ■ ' 

topics in.schDol philosofjtT^rom ISICA membership xk the Stabg^of Kinsas. 

•• Specifically, the purpose is\. examine a number-o/ communities observe 
if Stated scbool philosophy is a reality in the operation of a school. f 
' ^ " In exploring^ this process in schools"' th\ most. valuable responses . 

■ . ' ' \' • •••'/'■ 

are^those found in-the people" who daily .deal with the schodl«s operation: 

' the building principal and/or the Community College president. 

Design of the Study 

^ An attitude questionnaire v^as sent to' the building principal of each 

• ;.y , - r- . • ' . • ■ . > 

NCA acdredit^c] high school in the' State o'f Kansas. This sanje qUestiotfnaire 
was also s"ent^to''SS»<^ Communi'ty College president 'in the Stabe, A number 
' ' * of junior high sfcho^s, elementary schools 'and private schools were also 

* injcluded in the surttey^. . ^ ' * 

^ • b I 



I-^ , Design of tfi,§-^ue^ionnaifV: 



/I. 



A/^, Datcof the'ust rjsvisibn o*f the stated jihilosophy; 
• b; Itank of'sej|^t scKool objectives ih tl^ order of 16cal importance; 
"^C. Attitude toward i^neeting edticational/objectives , (pross r.eference 
to the six' stited objectives frpi^l the questiofnn&ire); J 
>D: Rank of.schqql objecti'ves' in orde^ of need f(fr imjproved emphasis; 
>E/' Attitude of ifW-o^am o{Dei-a,tion- (yrgamzationa.1 to individual). 



II. Llst^of variables analyzed by cor^uter 



VA^ROO'i . Year.s Since philosophy was last revised \ 

J/AR002 CultvwrM objectives (Rank) . ' 

VAR003 Spiritual objectives (Rank)*^ ' • ' • 

VAR0Q4 Social objectives (Rank) / ' . \ ' 

VAR005 Vocationa^l objective^ (Rank) 

^ ,VAR006 • Intellectual' ^objectives'^ (Rank) - ^ 

•VAR007 Physi(ial objectives (Rank) ' ^ ^ - ' 

YAR008 . . A'ttihide' toward prograiiri tnei^ng. aboye need& (Rank) 



III*.- Rahk of objectives for increased emphasis ' 



'VAR009 
VAROjiO 

VARO-rZ 

VAR013 ' 
■ VAR014, 

VAR015 
' VAB1OI6.. 
•VAR017 

IV. Testable hypotheses 



No emphasis nee'ded 
1st Rank . ' 

2nd Rank^ 
3rd Rank 
^4th Rank 
5th Rank . '■ ■ 
6.th Rank, ) 
, AU-objectiveA*rf^'e'ded 



ded - , . . 

Attitude toward (organizatjonal v& irvJiyidUal) methodology 

■IGeo'gr^phic IcK^tiojv ' ^ . , . - r- < • , . 



1) Less populated areas tend tc^di/fer frorii'more populated areas in 
mean length of time since*hp \yt philosophy revision. 



2) CoTTimunity Colleges tend toWfer from c(tfier systems in, mean 
length -of time sinc^-^the last philosophy revision. ... / 

.3) Less populated areas ^nd tq differ from-mpre- populated .areas in 
mean attitade tWard meetjflig student tieeds. ^. ' - . 

4)-Cbmmumty CoHeges tend,t€^ differ from other sy^fems^ in mean 
attitude toward ngeeting student needs. .% 

Data froip returne^d questionnaires* were coded- and key punched fpr^ 
processing by computer at Wichita StatetUm>^sity. - . ^ 

' J ' ' ■ . . , . ■ , : > • 



. Analysis of Results ' 

• At the .time of the study'. NCA u.ert.bership Locluded 175 Secondary - 
, Sx:hQol's' ".nd 19 p.-blic " Com^urvty Colleges with 4 Private Community. Cpl- 
'■ leges'. Cf the/otal number of questionaires mailed 6ne hundred-eleven 

. were re,tuTned for processing. • n ■ 

.> . » . ■ ■ 

1)' ^ Single school areas 
. 2)-24 Two or three schc^ol ar^as ^ ^ 

3) ^8 MAilti school areas y • . ^ ^ ^ 

4) 16 Comrtiunltf Colleges . . . 

" / • « A one.^Ly analysis of variahce w^s 'applied to the mean time^ . 
/ ^Ikpsld .ince the'philospphy^was last revised. ^Ba^sed on the data, no pro- 
.vislon wals Ic^und to ^ subs tantiate the' test hypotheses one or two 



(F^.76, df->/l07, x=2*90) 

... .w- ' 



r 



TABLE 1 




Mean -f ime'ln Yeara'since l/ast' Khilosdphy Revision; 



Single school ^ 

Two of .three school 
' IVliilti school^ 
• Community college 

' Total Populatio-n 



3. 17 " 
2. 96 r 
2.44 
2. 43 

2, 90 ~ 



TABLE -2 



V . . r 

Mean Ra nk ^of Select Objectives from School Philosophy: 



Intellectual 
yoc^tional 
StfcLal 
'•Cu.lturalN 
Phy.sical > 
Spiritual 



. r. 577 
2.946 
3. 595 
\3. -393 
4.216 
f 4. 829 ^ 
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TAB>LE 3 



Mean Rank of Object;! 



r^ves N 



Spiriirual 
Physical 
Cultural • 
-Intellectual 
Social " 
V6cational 



ed for lyipro\/ed Emtyhasia; 



f 

2. 42S 

2. 595 
2.685 
2.712 
2.739 

3. OOa 



A one way analysis of vdriance w^s,applied to the mean attitude 
foward meeting stated'objective^ Th, di^fer^^rfcerbetween group^ were ^ 
significant (Fp2. 85. df= 3/107. p <. 05). Post hoc analyses of all possible 
aroup comparisons made by L^e Scheffe^ test revealed that th^ community 
coUege'jr6up-(x=r. 375) met significantly more student needs than did the 
Wti-'^hool building group (x=l. 500) which met ^significantly more n'eeds 
than did the two or three blxilding, group (k=l. 625) which met significantly 
more student, needs tian c/id.the single- school building, group (x=i.'736). 



♦ 

t abLe 4 g 



Mean DescriptionVof sibpopulat i ons bV Attitude (Organizational vs Individual) 
Toward Methodology ; 



1/ 



Scale: (1) high/organizational tp (5) high individual 
,Singler8chQol 



Two or tU^ee school 
Multi / 

, Community college 



. 2.925 
3. 125 

3. 167 

4. 250 
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Summary 

. In establishing an overview of philosophy and objectives on a state- 
wide basis it is important to remind the reader that restraint must b^ used • 
in applying statistical results to any oAe specific educational . program . ^ 
The purpose of this research was to identify cordon ground. Com- 
•mon*objectives and common philosophical ground? were found in educational 
systefns bo.th large ^and small. Specifically, the research identifiV-d those 
areas, from educational systems scaring similar responsibilities of accredi- 
tation, the membership of the North Central Association in the State of Kansas. 

With this^ common membership the questions posed were: 1) How 
'does 'each system undertake its business; 2) What process does each have in 
common. with the other? - \ ' 

' V 

In 'sharing common membership we were able to question the roots ' . 
of educational purpose ahd to develop windows ^o view the process of school 

I 

philosophy ^ it works and as it is -written. 

Data from the response instrument have shown that it is possible to. 
recognize th^ . differences in attitude vvhich do exist in educational programs I 
^ throughout the State 'for the purpose of putting our selv-e^.in a more mfortp^d 
•position to view the possible causes. Cause applies directly t6 'NCA mem- , 
bership. • For. if differences in program philosophy do exist |jgw does NCA 

. d'eal with evaluation it^ ,epch ' unique situation? Does a framework of assess-. 

■ * ' * • il- 

ment exist which cherishes autonoi?iy but demands responsibility? It is this 

Researcher's opinion that this framework does exist. Data gathered in this 
Research points t^o the ' identit)l of domn^n educational' needs o^hared by each 



* » ■ . * ' * ' 

type of ^mmunity. focused and dempnstrated by responsible membership, 
an the ^rth Central Association. ^ ■■ - 

° The research has also identified the lack of communication within ' . 
..the organization. It is possible, by examining individual- school philosophies ^ ^ 

ai.d comparing thqm with NCA evaluations, ^to expose this communication lag. 
' . Ihe research implies that there is a tendency to use'the assessment frame- 
work only when necessary. The mean elapsed time for philosdphy in the 
sampl^was about three years. Question: Should not- an active process demand • 
constant reassessment of objectives? Or. if reassessment is an actiVe part " ^ 
of these educational programs.' ^should U'not be continuously shared with othex 

members of the body? • . • 

Every community in the State is unique.' " Each has special educa- 
tional needs which coinc^ide with demands from^population. geogra-phic location. ^ 
local busine'ss. and political climate. This research has demonstrated that 
the differences do exist and might be interwoven in the education'al program 
as its^active philosophy. ^ ^ 

' t . t 

, Conclusion ' V • ' • ' 

' . ThB researdh has' ^ked if the -sihpols really do what they say they • 

'do. Ithas examined part of the process of educational programs ai^d what 

they hav^ in commori. kore than anything else it has indicated that educa- 
tion^l prorrams are constantly altered to meet situational needs. It has ,. . 
shown the difficulty in stating philosophy and objectives which can daily, be 
incorporated" into every program." And lastly, it has shown the lac 1^ of /:oml ^ 
. munication within \h6 NCA membership iri sharing comfnon problems and 
commdn successes. ^ * , ' ' 



ThVNCA assessmetjt fi^amework offars the common groAind necessary 
to motivate- educators |i overcome the'se difficurt-.to.grasp areas. " The^frame-- 
wo^k has: the pojtentialrof demonstrating that school philosophy >nd objectives - 
cal. become an active.'' daily and congruent- pa^f of every educ'ational,prog^ram; ^ 
and. .at the, same time. . ptoVide specific information to be utilized in other 
programs involved in the proces's. ^ the assessment framework^ would, no longer 
a passive part of a cyclic -^roc ess , of evaluation, but w6uld become t We core 
of interaction^for other programs •;n;olved in the same common process. The- • 
process ^vould then become an active and constant source for educational phi-. - 
losophy.and objectives. We. as^educators. could then as'sert th.t we dp indeed, 
do what we say we do. _ ■ ^ . 
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EPILOGUE 



e . . . ■ , 

► . . Where>re the cherished ethics, values, aspirations of genus 
humai^um cornmonly expressed? They have lived ilf^the Upani shads, '"the ' ^ ^ 
^sayin^>of L^OTZU, \the.Bibre, ^b^^oran, the Cardinal Principles, and 
philosophies pompo^fed in schools all over America. Traditional school 
- philosophy statements give a pleasing response to society's yearning to 
myderstand who^v^e are^hat life is about, what we are doing here ahcTa 
"search for the go'od life. It is indeed from such background and moral com- 
' mitmeflt that faculties in, schools develop a stahce on what God and the com-, . 
> ibunity expects of educators and'the educcuted. The drive to establish and 

fdfee order and stability in-^sclfciety is inflected in the daily shape-up practices 
Ill school^. A nebulous, cloudy .relationship is-n^aihtai^'fed with the ideals 
declared in the written philosophy statements and the daily treatmer>,t given 
students in most pubU^:^c4ols. Cormr^Uiiity Colleges^ seem to.cjo ^Detter with 

this problem. ' ; ^. - 

What stands bfetween mah and his dreams? :Shiftii% social cpnditions, 

- changing political climates, economic depression and inflation, fluctuations ., 
in school enrollments, and youth disenchantments with things as they are, 
aU create their input between realization of dreams of the good life and daily 
operation. Social pressure to place discipline as the first back to basic 
drive ats neatly into th^ult of efficiency, industrial-patterned school 

: climate. Codes of ethics, standards of behavior," and especially rules and 
/regulations become intertwined in administration and in the classroom. 



Schoor committees o£ten>Ltate inherited statements of -phjlosophy but are ^ 
^founa in practice to d.ny most students the possibilities of cVeativ^ty. If 
a continuum werV created with^dreams at one .end aAd forced >shape- up or- 
.dr.6p-ou4at t^Vfe 'other extreme, most ,r/e,mber ^chools wou'ld appear some- 
where near c^ter. on the line. Some schools function in a ^ ££0 ^ 
agreement: a^wo way relationship, of mutual assistance. Hbwever. the. 
stated/philosophy remaiVis engraved mainly in words, not in action. 

American: society seems, suspicious of learning that produces ideas^as 
contrasted with- pur sfit of practical, self-gratifying, get you .something 
(money, power . •.job. m^te) ends. This conflict between creativity and' ; . 
conformity, ^etwe.^ self-disciplined democracy and a veneration for author! 
ity.' 'c^peration and competi'tion. ideai'versus practical make for m.ny. 
youth !%,rtradiction and confusion. Yet other young people accept ttfc^e 
opposites and go about their\aily living with seeming, peace of mind and 

happiness of spirit. ^ 
^ . Perhaps the thrust of this stady may suggest that student goals of 

college or^tation or for others the world^work or for a^bird grpup a , 

drift toward child rearing and home mana^^ment all -deserve more than . 

aip service to- ideals. Certainly there is more at stake than job or career 
training. .As Buckminster Fuller has put ' it. ' the student is -learning, a 
living." Community colleges, as viewed in this study, seem to meet stu- 
dent needl and provide a -suitable climate for learning a living.^ North , 
Central Association high schools would do the students^ and aU of society 
a greater service' by giving close attentic^n and effort to making the published 



> school philosophy an LadLvidualized 'borfd between s'tudent and school. 

Creation of ,^ §et,of measurable objectives to py!<into. action what we 
say we do. with evaluative rnilesto^ifes 'erected to check our p^ogfes^ may 
win serve to enrich the . continuum to. what we actually do with studen^ts. 
Schools thus may become mor^ cherished by all as a constifeient of the 
good life. - • * 
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